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We hope to never forget the We hope to never forget the 
atrocities of the Holocaust, nor 
the heroes.  We recognize the 

victims had no control or victims had no control or 
choice in their destiny. choice in their destiny. 



The rescuers, on the other 
hand, made choices. They 
h t  i k th i   li  chose to risk their own lives, 
their families’, and their their families , and their 

homes to help save 
thousands of innocents.  



11 million died during the g
Holocaust. Hitler targeted: 
•JewsJ
•Jehovah's Witnesses 
•Protestant pastors 
•Catholic priests
•Homosexuals
Roma/Sinti or Gypsies •Roma/Sinti or Gypsies 

•Communists and other political dissidents
•Slaves Slaves 
•Blacks  
•Mentally and physically disabledy p y y
•and others…



In 1933 nine million Jews J
lived in the countries of 
Europe that would be 

occupied by Nazi Germany occupied by Nazi Germany 
during the war. g



By 1945 six million Jews 
 d d d i  th  were murdered during the 
Nazi genocide   Nazi genocide.  

This included two million 
hild  d  th   f 15children under the age of 15.



Perhaps the lesson 
is in 

their stories…



Mi  Gi     t  f Miep Gies was among a team of 
Dutch citizens who hid and 

sustained eight Jewish 
individuals including  ‘Anne g
Frank’, in a secret annex in 
Amsterdam  from July 1942 Amsterdam, from July 1942 

until August  1944. The office building where 
the secret annex was located 

http://www.auschwitz.dk/miepgies.htm



h h d h G d dDespite the hardship Miep Gies endured 
during the occupation, she never considered 
h lf  hherself a hero.

"M  h  20 000 D h l  h l d  hid  "More than 20,000 Dutch people helped to hide 
Jews and others in need of hiding during those 

 I illi l  did h  I ld  h l  M  years. I willingly did what I could to help. My 
husband did as well. It was not enough. There is 

hi  i l b   I h   d nothing special about me. I have never wanted 
special attention. I was only willing to do what 

 k d f  d h t d  t was asked of me and what seemed necessary at 
the time."



She stored Anne's writings—unread—
d t d th  t  A '  f th  and returned them to Anne's father 

when he returned, the sole survivor of 
Auschwitz.  He saw to it that Anne's 
legacy was published in 1947.  g y p

The Diary of Anne Frank has sold over 31 The Diary of Anne Frank has sold over 31 
million copies.



Oskar Schindler saved almost 1,200 
J  d i  W ld W  II  Jews during World War II. 

As of 1994  there were over As of 1994, there were over 
6,000 descendants of the 

i i l 1 200 ioriginal 1,200 survivors.

His heroic efforts were His heroic efforts were 
chronicled in the 1993 

S hi dl ’  Limovie, Schindler’s List.



The unlikeliest of all role models, Oscar 
Schindler was a Nazi  a womanizer  and Schindler was a Nazi, a womanizer, and 
a war profiteer.  

A man who, even in the worst of 
circumstances, accomplished 
extraordinary things.  He remained true y g
to the Jewish workers he referred to as 
my children  my children. 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/biography/schindler.html



Schindler said that his metamorphosis 
was caused by the shocking immensity was caused by the shocking immensity 
of the Final Solution.  In his own words:

"I hated the brutality, the sadism, and the 
i it  f N i  I j t ld 't t d b  insanity of Nazism. I just couldn't stand by 
and see people destroyed. I did what I could, 
what I had to do, what my conscience told me 
I must do. That's all there is to it. Really, y,
nothing more."



A d h d dArmed with courage, determination and 
imagination, Raoul Wallenberg saved 

i l  100 000 Japproximately 100,000 Jews.

He was able to issue thousands of        
i   h  d            protective passes, purchase and            

maintain "safe houses“, secure food, 
di i  d l hi  f  h  “  medicine and clothing for the “new 

Swedish citizens" and the many children 
h d b  h  N i i l

http://www.auschwitz.dk/wallenberg.htm

orphaned by the Nazi violence.



Congressman Tom Lantos, an accomplice 
of Wallenberg said,of Wallenberg said,

“He had no true official authorization  His He had no true official authorization. His 
only authority was his own courage. Any 
ffi  ld h  h t hi  t  d th  B t h  officer could have shot him to death. But he 

feared nothing for himself and committed 
himself totally. It was as if his courage was 
enough to protect himself from everything."g p f f y g



After troops occupied Budapest
in 1945, he was arrested on 
suspicion of espionage.  p p g

He was sent to Moscow, where he He was sent to Moscow, where he 
allegedly died of a heart attack in 
prison in 1947   prison in 1947.  



Irena Sendler began smuggling 
children out of the Warsaw
where 5,000 people were dying 

each month from starvation and disease  each month from starvation and disease. 

She recruited one person from each of the She recruited one person from each of the 
ten centers of the Social Welfare 

h h h l h dDepartment. With their help, she issued 
hundreds of false documents with forged g
signatures. http://www.auschwitz.dk/sendler.htm



Irena Sendler and others smuggled 
2 500 Jewish children to safety2,500 Jewish children to safety.

h h d k f hShe orchestrated a network of heroes 
who assisted her removing the children g
to safety by any means available, from 
children carried out in potato sacks, to a children carried out in potato sacks, to a 
mechanic carrying a baby out in his 
toolboxtoolbox.



Irena Sendler documented, in coded 
f  th  l  d f th  2 500 form, the only record of the 2,500 
children’s original names and new 
identities. 

The records were placed in jars buried in 
a neighbor's back yard  across the street a neighbor s back yard, across the street 
from German barracks. 



The Nazis became aware of her 
activities, and on October 20, , ,
1943 she was arrested, 
imprisoned  and tortured by the imprisoned, and tortured by the 
Gestapo, who broke her feet and 
l  legs. 



After the war she 
dug up the jars and dug up the jars and 
used the notes to 

track down the 2 500 children she had track down the 2,500 children she had 
placed with families to reunite them 

h lwith relatives. 



Nicholas Winton  singlehandedly established g y
an organization to aid 669 Jewish children 
from Czechoslovakia separated from their p
families by the Nazis by arranging for them to 
be brought to Britain and adopted.g p

It is now estimated that 5,000 people around p p
the world -- survivors and their descendants --
are alive today because of what Winton did. y



ra Gissing, one of the rescued children said:

He rescued the greater part of the Jewish children He rescued the greater part of the Jewish children 
my generation in Czechoslovakia. Very few of us  

met our parents again: they perished in met our parents again: they perished in 
oncentration camps.  Had we not been spirited 

away  we would have been murdered alongside away, we would have been murdered alongside 
them ”



Winton insisted he wasn'tWinton insisted he wasn t
nything special adding, 

I just saw what was
oing on and did what I
ould to help. There is p
othing that can't be

done if it's fundamentally reasonable ..." done if it s fundamentally reasonable ...  



mong those children saved:

el Reisz, British film director, The French Lieutenant's 
man, Isadora, and Sweet Dreams
Schlesinger  Canadian journalist and news correspondentSchlesinger, Canadian journalist and news correspondent
d Alfred Dubs, a former Minister in the Blair Cabinet

gmar Símová, cousin of U.S. Secretary of State, Madeleine 
right)

m Schrecker, Reader's Digest manager
go Marom, famous aviation consultant, and one of the g , ,
nders of the Israeli Air Force
a Gissing, author of Pearls of Childhood



Chiune Sugihara was the Japanese 
onsulate in Lithuania from 1939-1940. 

When WW II broke out, Consul 
ugihara's office was flooded with visa ugihara s office was flooded with visa 
equests from thousands of Jews 
eeing German occupied Polandeeing German-occupied Poland.



He began issuing visas to all who He began issuing visas to all who 
pplied—including those who did not

t i i ti  meet immigration 
equirements—
n direct violation   
f his orders.

Jewish refugees at the gate, July 1940. Thousands of Jews lined up in 
front of the Japanese Consulate in Kaunas, Lithuania, hoping to receive p , , p g
transit visas allowing them to escape .



“ ll h l d l“I cannot allow these people to die, people 
who have come to me for help with death f p

staring them in the eyes. Whatever 
unishment may be imposed on me, I know I unishment may be imposed on me, I know I 

should follow my conscience ” 



Sugihara under orders to leave his post 
rom the Japanese government, he 

departed on September 1st, 1940 but p p
kept signing visas even as he boarded 
he train. he train. 

Sugihara then tossed his official stamp Sugihara then tossed his official stamp 
out to the crowd, as he hadn’t time to 
t  th  ll  tamp them all. 

http://www jewishvirtuallibrary org/jsource/Holocaust/sugihara html



After the war, he was let go from the 
i l ti  i  h  t hi  lif  i  iplomatic service, he spent his life in 
isgrace, never recognized by Japan 
uring the remainder of life.

An estimated 40,000 descendants of the 
ewish refugees he saved are alive today ewish refugees he saved are alive today 
ecause of his courageous actions. 



Andre Trocmé, the spiritual 
l d r f th  t n f L  leader of the town of Le 
Chambon-sur-Lignon, France 
spoke against discrimination as 
the Nazis were gaining power.g g p

http://www auschwitz dk/Trocme htm



Defying the Nazi régime and the Defying the Nazi régime and the 
French government, the villagers 
provided a safe haven  saving 3 000 provided a safe haven, saving 3,000 
to 5,000 Jews—the same number 

 h  ’  i  l ias the town’s entire population.



very home hid strangers, not for days, 
ut for years.  So deep was their 
umanity that no resident ever turned y
way or betrayed a single Jewish 
efugee   efugee.  



When forced to produce a list of Jews 
n the town  Andre TrocméTrocmén the town, Andre TrocméTrocmé

responded, 
“We do not We do not 

know what Jew 
i   l  k  is; we only know 

h         human beings.”



R b  th  il  Remember the evil, 
b t d  t f t th  but do not forget the 

dgood.
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